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ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  THE  MEDICAL  OFFICER 

OF  HEALTH  FOR  1937. 


TO  THE  CHAIRMAN  AND  MEMBERS  OF  THE 

WARRINGTON  RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL. 

Gentlemen, 

I  have  pleasure  m  submitting  my  Fifteenth  Annual  Report  on  the 
health  and  sanitary  circumstances  of  your  District  covering  the  year 

1937. 

Following  the  usual  procedure,  the  following  matters  are  dealt 
with  in  some  detail,  in  addition  to  the  tabulated  form  relative  to  :  — 

1 ,  Statistics  and  Social  Conditions  ;  2,  General  Provision  of  Health 

Services  ;  3,  Sanitary  Circumstances  of  the  Area  ;  4,  Housing  ;  5, 

Inspection  and  Supervision  of  Food  ;  6,  Prevalence  of  and  Control  Over 
Infectious  Diseases,  &c.,  &c.,  already  forwarded  to  the  County  Medical 
Officer  of  Health. 

A.— POPULATION. 

Registrar-General’s  Estimate  of  Resident  Population,  Mid- 

Year,  1937:  19,500. 

Included  in  the  19,500  (an  Increase  of  1,400  on  the  previous  year), 
and  on  which  figure  the  various  statistical  rates  are  estimated,  are  the 
following  : — 

(1)  County  Mental  Hospital — Male  patients,  1,196  ;  female  patients 
1,300  ;  staff,  males  70,  females  230  ;  total  2,796.  Resident  on 
Estate,  300. 

(2)  Padgate  Cottage  Homes — Officers  18,  children  121  ;  total  139, 

(3)  St.  George’s  Home,  Penketh — Total  38.  Staff  4,  Boys  33, 
resident  on  estate  1 . 

All  Deaths  and  Infectious  Diseases  Notifications  from  these  Institu¬ 
tions  pass  through  your  Registers. 

The  large  number  of  new  houses  erected  in  the  District  no  doubt 
accounts  for  the  substantial  increase  of  1 ,400  in  the  population. 

The  following  are  the  figures  for  the  last  four  decades,  viz.  : — 


1  1  ...  ...  ...  ... 

10,496 

1911 

13,699 

1921  . 

12,129 

1931 

■  / ^  ■  •••  •••  •••  ••• 

16,035 

1933  (after  alteration  of  Boundaries) 

15,670 

1934  (  ,,  further  ,,  ,,  ) 

16,070 

1 935  . 

16,570 

1936  . 

18,100 

1937  . 

19,500 
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8.1.-  BIRTH  AND  DEATH  RATES. 

The  Birth-rate — 14.6  per  1,000  of  the  population — Is  1.5  lower 
than  last  year.  The  average  for  the  previous  9  years  was  13.45.  The 
Rate  for  England  and  Wales  In  1937  was  14.69.  There  were  288 
Live  Births,  of  which  7  were  Illegitimate.  There  were  19  still-births, 
which  equals  'a  rate  of  62  per  1 ,000  total  Births. 

The  Death  Rate  is  again  low,  viz.,  9.7  per  1,000,  against  10.4 
In  1936  and  10.9  in  1935,  and  9.8  average  for  the  previous  9  years. 
The  Death  Rate  for  England  and  Wales  in  1937  was  12.4. 

The  total  number  of  Deaths  was  190  (107  males,  83  females). 

In  1936  there  were  185  Deaths  (102  males,  83  females). 

The  principal  causes  of  Death  were  ; — Heart  Disease  and  Circula¬ 
tory  Diseases  48,  Respiratory  Diseases  (including  9  from  Pulmonary 
Tuberculosis  37,  Cancer  21. 

There  were  no  Deaths  from  Puerperal  Fever,  but  there  were  2 
Deaths  from  other  Puerperal  causes,  1  from  Scarlet  Fever,  2  from 
Diphtheria,  18  from  Pneumonia,  1  from  Measles,  and  1  from 
Encephalitis  Lethargica. 

The  number  of  Deaths  from  Cancer  during  the  last  1 3  years  has 

been  18,  13,  16,  17,  22,  20,  19,  27,  17,  16,  23,  26,  21. 

County  Mental  Hospital. 

There  were  126  Deaths  In  the  County  Mental  Hospital. 

Of  the  126  Deaths,  41  were  due  to  Heart  and  Circulatory  Diseases 
and  35  to  Respiratory  Diseases,  whilst  7  were  attributable  to  Cancer, 
Tuberculosis  10, 

Cancer  Campaign. 

The  Warrington  Rural  District  being  a  constituent  Authority  under 
the  Warrington  and  D.istrlct  Branch  of  the  British  Empire  Cancer 
Campaign,  residents  In  the  area  are  entitled  to  Free  Radium  Treatment 
at  the  Liverpool  Radium  Institute,  1,  Myrtle  Street,  Liverpool,  in  all 
cases  where  the  Consultant  Medical  Officer  considers  that  such  treatment 
is  suitable. 

Applications  for  vouchers  should  be  made  by  the  Medical  Practi¬ 
tioner  concerned  to  the  Honorary  Secretary  of  the  Committee,  Dr.  S. 
F.  Allison,  Health  Department,  Sankey  Street,  Warrington.  It 
is  also  essential  that  the  patient  should  take  a  letter  from  his  or  her 
own  doctor  along  to  the  Radium  Institute. 

The  Radium  Treatment  is  free,  but  patients  are  expected  to 
contribute  what  they  can  afford  towards  maintenance  whilst  in  Hospital. 
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The  hours  of  consultation  at  the  Radium  Institute,  1 ,  Myrtle  Street. 
Liverpool,  are  as  follows  :  — 

Wednesdays  ...  1.30  p.m.  for  surgical  cases. 

Thursdays  ...  1.30  p.m.  for  other  cases. 

Two  cases  from  your  area  received  treatment  during  the  year. 


B.2.— INFAr^TBLE  SVIO FATALITY. 

There  were  1 4  deaths  of  infants  under  one  year  old  (including  3 
transfers  of  infants  who  died  outside  the  District).  The  Infant  Mortality 
equals  49  per  1,000  live  Births,  being  2  lower  than  in  1936.  The 
average  for  the  previous  10  years  was  59. 

The  figure  for  England  Wales  for  1937  was  58. 

The  distribution  of  Infantile  Deaths  for  the  last  12  years  are  as 


follows  :  — 

1923 

1927 

1928 

1929 

1950 

1951 

1932 

1S3S 

1934 

1935 

1S38 

1937 

Burton  wood 

.  10 

4 

4 

4 

2 

3 

5 

1 

5 

5 

1 

3 

Penketh 

.  2 

1 

1 

0 

0 

3 

1 

0 

2 

2 

3 

1 

Sankey 

.  2 

3 

0 

2 

2 

3 

2 

0 

5 

2 

5 

5 

Winwick 

.  1 

2 

4 

2 

3 

1 

3 

2 

1 

0 

0 

0 

Croft 

.  0 

0 

0 

1 

1 

1 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

1 

Rixton-with-Glazebrook 

0 

1 

0 

1 

0 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

0 

1 

Poulton-with-Fearnhead 

3 

3 

5 

2 

1 

1 

3 

0 

0 

2 

2 

3 

Cuerdley 

.  0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Woolston-with-Martinscroft  0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

2 

0 

1 

0 

1 

4 

0 

Totals  . 

.  18 

14 

14 

12 

9 

15 

15 

6 

14 

13 

15 

14 

C.— INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 

There  were  117  Notifications  during  the  year,  a  decrease  in  the 
number  of  Infectious  Diseases  of  97.  The  rate  per  1 ,000  of  the  popu¬ 
lation  is  6.0.  40  cases  were  treated  in  Hospital. 

Scarlet  Fever. 

The  widespread  epidemic  of  Scarlet  Fever  which  began  in  1935, 
carried  on  into  1937.  19  cases  occurred  of  which  8  were  removed  to 

Hospital.  There  was  one  death. 

The  cases,  with  the  one  exception,  were  of  a  very  mild  nature 
and  needed  neither  medicine  nor  special  treatment  excepting  isolation. 
Such  cases  rarely  develop  complications. 

Pneumonia. 

The  notifications  during  the  last  5  years  were  46,  33,  25,  22 
and  44. 
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Erysipelas  8,  Puerperal  Pyrexia  2,  Puerperal  Fever  0, 
Ophthalmia  Neonatorum  4,  completed  the  total  of  Notifications,  with 
the  exception  of  Tuberculosis,  for  which  see  Table  10,  Page  37. 

Diphtheria. 

This  disease  has  again  been  prevalent  throughout  the  country  and 
in  your  area,  and  its  type  severe.  Twenty-nine  cases,  including  1 
carrier,  were  notified,  and  2  deaths  occurred.  All  but  1  of  the  cases 
were  removed  to  Hospital.  After  removal  to  Pfospital  of  the  first  case, 
and  after  thorough  disinfection,  other  cases  occurred  in  several  houses. 

Burtonwood  10  and  Poulton-with-Fearnhead  13  were  the  Parishes 
most  affected.  the  cases  were  unevenly  distributed  throughout  the 
year,  21  cases  occurring  in  the  last  quarter. 

Disinfection. 

Disinfection  of  rooms  and  buildings  has  been  systematically  carried 
out.  Whether  it  served  any  useful  purpose  beyond  a  psychological 
effect  on  the  people  in  the  house  is  very  much  open  to  question.  No 
second  case  occurred  in  any  house  in  which  the  patient  was  treated  at 
home  and  in  which  home  no  disinfection  could  be  done  until  the 
termination  of  the  illness.  Since  discontinuing  steam  disinfection  of 
bedding,  there  is  no  evidence  whatever  that  the  incidence  of  infectious 
diseases  has  increased.  This  has  meant  a  considerable  saving  of 
expense  to  the  Council  without  detriment  to  the  public.  For  fuller 
argument  see  1935  Report. 

Tuberculosis. 

1  here  were  12  notifications  of  Pulmonary  and  7  of  Non-Pulmonary 
Tuberculosis,  against  9  and  4  respectively  last  year. 

There  were  9  deaths  from  Pulmonary  and  1  from  Non-Pulmonary 
Tuberculosis,  as  against  3  Pulmonary  and  no  Non-Pulmonary  in  1936. 

The  Death  Rate  from  Tuberculosis  was  only  0.46  per  1 ,000. 
The  average  16  years  ‘ago  was  about  0.90  per  1 ,000. 

County  Mental  Hospital,  Winwick. 

hour  cases  of  Enteric  Fever  occurred  in  the  County  Mental 
Hospital,  Winwick.  Several  consultations  were  held  with  the  Medical 
Superintendent  and  his  staff.  A  great  amount  of  bacteriological  work 
was  done  by  the  Staff  m  the  endeavour  to  find  the  cause. 

There  were  28  Infectious  Diseases  Notifications  from  the  County 
Mental  Hospital,  9  of  which  were  for  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis, 
1  Non-Pulmonary  Tuberculosis,  3  Erysipelas,  8  Pneumonia,  4  Enteric 
Fever,  1  Scarlet  Fever,  and  2  Diphtheria. 
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HOSPITAL  CHARGES. 

The  total  cost  of  treatment  of  Infectious  cases  in  Hospital  was 
£1,395.  It  will  be  seen  from  the  following  table  that  this 
is  much  above  the  average  for  the  last  13  years,  and  was  due  largely 
to  the  number  of  virulent  cases  of  diphtheria. 


£ 

s. 

d. 

Year  ending  31st  March, 

1925 

9  y  •••  ••• 

...  399 

10 

0 

ft  ft  ft 

1926  (including  £134  for  Small- 

pox  cases) 

...  613 

4 

6 

ft  ft  ft 

1927  . 

...  295 

15 

0 

t  t  t  t  ’  t 

1928  . 

...  450 

10 

3 

ft  ft  t • 

1929  . 

...  246 

0 

0 

ft  ft  ft 

1930  ... 

...  1,285 

2 

8 

ft  ft  ft 

1931  . 

...  850 

0 

0 

t  >  >  t  ft 

1932  . 

...  1,240 

5 

6 

9  t  9  t  9  9 

1 933  ... 

...  267 

7 

10 

9  9  9  9  9  9 

1934  ... 

...  615 

0 

0 

99  99  99 

1935  . 

...  1,015 

17 

2 

9  9  9  9  9  9 

1 936  ...  . 

...  2,325 

0 

9 

9  9  9  9  9  9 

1937  . 

...  1,395 

0 

0 

£10,997 

13 

8 

Average  cost  per  annum 

...  £845 

19 

6 

It  has  to  be  borne  in  mind  that  the  population  is  now  19,500 
against  13,100  in  1925. 


D. — GENERAL  SANITARY  MATTERS. 

There  have  not  been  any  great  alterations  during  the  year,  and 
many  details  will  be  found  in  the  Sanitary  Inspector’s  Report  at  the 
end  of  this  Report. 

Streams  and  Ditches. 

Bad  as  things  have  been  for  some  years,  the  state  of  ditches  in 
all  parishes,  but  especially  in  Poulton-wlth-Fearnhead,  Sankey  and 
Penketh,  have  gone  steadily  worse.  I  cannot  emphasise  sufficiently 
the  urgency  of  this  matter.  Complaints  are,  naturally,  frequent,  and 
the  matter  should  be  dealt  with  forthwith. 

E. — HOUSING. 

During  1937,  a  large  part  of  the  time  of  the  Health  Department 
had  to  be  given  to  housing  matters. 

For  full  details  relative  to  the  Overcrowding  Act,  see  the  Annua! 
Report  for  1936, 
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As  a  result  of  the  intense  survey  under  the  Overcrowding  Act, 
there  is  now  a  complete  census  of  the  size  of  all  eixisting  working- 
class  houses  in  the  district,  together  with  the  ages  of  all  the  occupants 
at  the  time  of  the  ‘‘  enumeration.  ” 

Housing  Act,  1930.  (Demolition  of  Unfit  Houses). 

A  large  number  of  old  houses  were  inspected  during  the  year 
with  a  view  to  ascertaining  whether  they  should  be  scheduled  for 
demolition  or  not.  77  houses  were  scheduled  and  represented  for 
demolition  in  1936,  following  on  42  in  1935.  39  of  the  latter  number 

have  been  replaced  by  new  houses.  With  regard  to  the  77  (37  of 
which  were  unoccupied  at  the  end  of  the  year  and  40  occupied), 
undertakings  have  been  accepted  in  the  case  of  10  such  houses  that 
if  allowed  to  remain  they  will  not  be  let  for  human  habitation.  Seven 
of  these  houses  scheduled  for  demolition  have  been  rendered  fit  for 
occupation.  Three  houses  wdre  demolished  :  Burtonwood  1 , 
Penketh  1 ,  and  Woolston  1 .  During  the  current  year,  plans  have 
been  passed  for  the  erection  of  53  houses  to  replace  those  scheduled 
for  demolition  and  46  to  relieve  overcrowded  houses. 

In  considering  rehousing  under  both  the  1930  and  1935  Acts,  it 
is  obviously  of  advantage  to  the  Council  as  the  rehousing  Authority,  to 
dove-tail  the  requirements  of  the  two  Acts  and  then  to  build  in  groups 
in  the  different  Parishes,  the  number  required. 

There  have  been  498  New  Houses  erected  in  the  Area  during 
the  year. 


Housing  Progress 

(Before 

AND  After  Boundary  Adjustments) 

No.  in 
District 

No.  in  District 
after  alteration 
of  Boundaries 

No.  of  houses 
on  Rate  Book 
Dec.  31st. 

1931 

1933 

1937 

Burtonwood  ... 

. 

...  475 

470 

513 

Croft  ... 

* 

...  242 

352 

365 

Cuerdley 

.  •  •  •  •  • 

...  23 

29 

33 

Penketh 

.  •  «  •  «  • 

...  524 

533 

919 

Poulton 

...  ... 

...  537 

539 

1055 

Rlxton 

...  ... 

...  255 

255 

407 

Sankey 

•  •  •  ■  •  • 

...  585 

585 

1173 

Winwick  (iricl. 

Houghton) 

...  634 

188 

355 

Woolston 

. 

...  150 

153 

455 

3425 

3104 

5275 
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New  Houses  Erected  since  1921. 


1921  . 

24 

1922  . 

31 

1923  . 

28 

1924  . 

83 

1925  . 

129 

1 926 

122 

1927  . 

74 

1928  . 

34 

1929  . 

89 

1930  . 

68 

1931  . 

103 

1932  . 

118 

1933  . 

205 

1934  . 

277 

1935  . 

448 

1936  . 

553 

1937  . 

498 

Total  ... 

2,884 

Notwithstanding  the  fact  that  498  New  Houses  have  been  erected 
during  the  year  and  that  2,884  New  Houses  have  been  erected  during 
the  last  1  7  years,  the  demand  for  very  low  rented  houses  still  continues. 

The  Council  is  the  owner  of  the  following  1  14  Houses,  viz.  :  — 

1.  Under  the  Housing  (Rural  Authorities)  Act,  1931  : 


Woolston 

...  10 

Under  the  Housing  (Financial  Provisions) 

Act,  1924: 

Burton  wood 

...  21 

Poulton-with-Fearnhead 

...  13 

Croft 

...  6 

Penketh 

...  15 

Sankey 

...  10 

Under  Housing.  Act,  1930. 

Penketh 

. 

3 

Sankey  ...  ...  ...  ...  ... 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

4 

Burtonwood 

•  •  •  •  ♦  • 

11 

R.ixton  ...  ...  ...  ...  ... 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

0 

P  oulton  ...  ...  ...  ...  ... 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

5 

(2  for  residents  in  Winwick,  2  for  Rixton, 

and  1  for  Woolston) 

C!>roft  ...  ...  ...  ...  ... 

. 

12 

Winwick 

. 

0 

Woolston 

. 

0 

Cuerdley 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

4 

(including  3  in  the  added  Norton  district! 
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F. —MILK,  COWSHEDS  AND  DAIRIES. 

Constant  watch  has  been  kept  on  the  milk  supplies  In  the  District 
and  63  samples  were  taken  for  testing  for  tubercle  bacilli.  Five  of 
the  samples  were  positive. 

One  cowshed  was  re-condltloned  during  the  year  and  2  new 
dairies  erected. 

One  new  cowshed  specially  for  isolation  purposes  was  erected 
at  a  farm  which  Is  registered  for  the  sale  of  tuberculin  tested  milk. 

G. — DISTRICT  NURSING  AND  CHILD  WELFARE. 

A  new  Child  Welfare  Centre  was  established  at  Poulton  for 
the  use  of  the  Parishes  of  Poulton-wlth-Fearnhead  and  Woolston. 
This  Centre  has  been  very  well  patronised  and  Increasing  use  of  the 
other  Centres  Is  being  made  by  the  public.  There  are  District  Nurses 
employed  by  Vountary  Associations  In  Burtonwood,  Penketh  and 
Sankey  who  are  supplying  a  great  need  and  whose  services  are  much 
appreciated.  Croft  also  has  the  services  of  a  District  Nurse  jointly 
with  Culcheth.  During  the  year  negotiations  proceeded  for  the  estab¬ 
lishment  of  a  Nursing  Association  for  Poulton-wlth-Fearnhead, 
Woolston  and  Rlxton-with-Glazebrook.  During  the  present  year  the 
negotiations  have  been  carried  through  and  there  is  now  a  nurse  resident 
in  Fearnhead  who  covers  this  district.  The  nurses  of  each  Parish 
undertake  midwifery  cases. 

Children’s  Summer  Camp,  Abergele. 

The  work  of  Mr.  H.  Payton,  School  Attendance  Officer,  in  con¬ 
nection  with  this  Camp  is  most  praiseworthy. 

During  the  year  99  boys  and  girls  drawn  from  all  schools  in  the 
District  were  privileged  to  have  a  full  week  for  each  section  at  the 
seaside.  Notwithstanding  the  large  amount  of  organisation  needed  and 
the  responsibility  of  personal  supervision,  the  teachers  have  co-operated 
wholeheartedly  with  Mr.  Payton  in  carrying  out  this  most  beneficial 
work. 

H. — PARISH  AND  OTHER  STATISTICAL  TABLES. 

The  following  Parish  and  other  Statistical  Tables  are  included, 

VIZ.  :  — 

Table  1  (page  27). — Vital  Statistics, 

,,  2  (page  28). — Causes  of  Death. 

,,  3  (page  30). — General  Mortality  Rates,  &c. 

,,  4  (page  31). — Births  and  Deaths  Rates  for  last  19  years. 

,,  4n  (page  31). — Excess  of  Births  over  Deaths  for  the  last 

10  years. 
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Table  5  (page  32). — List  of  residents  Dying  Outside  the 

District. 

,,  6  (page  33). — Notifiable  Diseases. 

,,  7  (page  34). — Infectious  Diseasies  :  Parish  Distribution. 

,,  8  (page  35). — Monthly  Table  of  Infectious  Diseases 

Notification. 

,,  9  (page  36). — Infectious  Diseases  :  Proportion  to  Popula¬ 

tion. 

,,  10  (page  37). — Tuberculosis. 


In  conclusion,  I  wish  to  thank  the  members  of  the  Council  for 
their  consideration  of  all  matters  which  I  have  brought  forward,  the 
Clerk,  Surveyors  and  Rating  Officer  and  their  staffs  for  willing  co-opera¬ 
tion,  and  in  particular  the  Sanitary  Inspectors  for  their  loyal  assistance 
at  all  times. 

I  am.  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

JAMES  BENNETT,  M.R.C.S., 
L.R.C.P.  (Lend.),  D.P.H., 
Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


Health  Department, 

7,  Springfield  Street, 

Warrington. 


June  25th,  1938. 
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1.— STATISTICS  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS  OF  THE 
AREA  AS  SUPPLIED  TO  THE  COUNTY  M.O.H. 

Area  in  acres  :  22,840. 

Population:  Census,  1931,  16,035.  Registrar-General’s  esti¬ 
mate  of  resident  population,  1937,  19,500. 

Number  of  Inhabited  houses  (Census,  1931)  :  3,267. 

Number  of  Inhabited  houses  (end  of  1937)  according  to  Rate 
Books  :  5,275. 


Rating  and  Valuation. 

Rateable  Value  :  £94,051  (1936,  £87,369). 

Sum  represented  by  a  penny  rate:  £363  (1936,  £346). 

Social  conditions,  including  the  chief  industries  carried  on  in  the 
area  :  Population  mainly  working-class,  but  of  recent  years  there  is  a 
great  increase  of  middle-class,  particularly  in  Penketh,  Sankey,  Poulton- 
with-Fearnhead.  Chief  industries  :  farming,  coal-mining  (Burtonwood 
only),  chemical,  white  lead,  tanning,  tool-making,  brick-making, 
refrigerator  works,  brewing,  concrete  pipe-making,  etc. 

Extent  of  unemployment  :  Difficult  to  estimate  ;  much  less  than 
two  years  ago. 

The  influence  of  any  particular  occupation  on  public  health  : 
Nothing  noticeable.  Strict  preventive  measures  are  exercised  in  the 
white  lead  works. 

Particulars  of  any  unusual  or  excessive  mortality  during  the  year 
which  has  received  or  required  comment  :  None. 

k 

Any  causes  of  sickness  or  invalidity  which  have  been  specially 
noteworthy  in  the  Area  during  the  year  :  Influenza  in  the  Spring,  and 
Diphtheria  in  the  Autumn. 

Any  conditions  of  occupation  or  environment  which  appear  to  have 
had  a  prejudicial  effect  on  health  :  None. 

Any  evidence,  statistical  or  otherwise,  that  unemployment  has 
exercised  any  significant  Influence  on  the  health  or  physique  of  children 
or  adults  :  None. 
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2.— GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES 

FOR  THE  AREA. 

PUBLIC  HEALTH  OFFICERS. 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. — James  Bennett,  M.R.C.S., 

L. R.C.P.  (Fond.),  D.P.H.  Is  he  a  whole  or  part-time  Officer? — 
Part-time.  Any  other  public  appointments  held  by  him? — Part-time 

M. O.H.  to  Golborne  and  Lymm  (Cheshire)  Urban  District  Councils; 
Publ  ic  Vaccinator,  Lancashire  County  Council.  Is  he  in  private 
practice? — No. 

Sanitary  Inspectors. — W.  E.  Breeds  (whole-time  officer),  A. 
Donald  (whole-time  officer),  and  F.  W.  Kerfoot  (part-time  officer). 

Veterinary  Inspector  :  None.  If  occasional  inspection  only  is 
carried  out,  under  what '  circumstances  do  these  inspections  take  place 
(e.g.,  at  the  request  of  the  M.O.H. ,  &c.)? — Carried  out  by  County 
Council  after  discovery  of  tubercle  in  milk  by  local  authority. 

Any  other  Specialised  Inspector  (e.g..  Food  Inspector)? — None. 

Other  Public  Health  Officers,  such  as  Assistant  Medical  Officer 
of  Health,  Health  Visitors,  Special  Nurses,  Dental  Surgeon,  &c.  ? — 
None. 

Ambulance  Facilities. — (a)  For  Infectious  Cases — Warrington 
Corporation  and  Newton  Urban  District  Ambulances  ;  (b)  For  Non- 

infectious  and  Accident  Cases — Warrington  Public  Assistance  Com¬ 
mittee  and  Warrington  County  Borough.  (c)  Maternity  Patients — 
Warrington  Corporation  (all  motors). 

Professional  Nursing  in  the  Home. — There  are  no  arrange¬ 
ments  for  (a)  General  Nursing,  or  (b)  Infectious  Diseases,  &c.,  in  the 
Home. 

State  if  nursing  is  provided  by  arrangement  with  a  district  nursing 
association  or  directly  by  the  local  authority? — Whole-time  District 
Nurses  provided  by  voluntary  Nursing  Associations  at  Burtonwood, 
Sankey  and  Penketh,  and  part-time  at  Croft,  by  arrangement  with 
Culcheth  Nursing  Association. 

Is  there  a  District  Nursing  Association  established  in  the 
the  district? — Yes,  two.  Are  they  affiliated  to  the  County  Nursing 
Association? — Yes.  How  many  District  Nurses  employed? — Two. 
What  co-ordination  (if  any)  exists  with  the  local  authority? — None. 
Does  the  Association  undertake  (a)  Midwifery  cases?  -Yes.  (b) 
Monthly  nursing? — No.  Is  any  financial  assistance  given  by  the  local 
authority  to  voluntary  associations? — £5  per  annum  to  Culcheth 
Nursing  Association  for  services  in  Croft. 
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Clinics  and  Treatment  Centres. — Is  there  in  your  district : — 
Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Centre  (Consultation  and  Treatment)? — 
Yes,  for  part  of  the  district.  Address  of  Centres  :  Church  Hall, 
Burtonwood,  Thursday,  10 — 12  a.m.  Methodist  School,  Penketh, 
Monday,  2 — 4  p.m.  Methodist  School,  Padgate,  Wednesday, 
2 — 4  p.m.  Provided  By  Lancashire  County  Council.  Ante- 

Natal  Clinic,  Day  Nursery,  School  Clinic,  Orthopaedic  Clinic, 
Artificial  Light  Clinic? — Yes,  but  provided  by  County  Council. 

Hospitals  in  the  District. — (a)  Public :  The  Warrington 
County  Borough  Smallpox  Hospital  is  in  Sankey  and  a  County  Mental 
Hospital  at  Winwlck.  (h)  Voluntary  :  None. 

Is  there  any  institutional  provision  in  your  Area  for : — Unmarried 
mothers? — No.  Illegitimate  infants? — No.  Homeless  children? — No. 

The  Nursing  Homes  Registration  Act,  1927  :  Action  taken  dur¬ 
ing  1937 — Powers  not  delegated  by  County  Council. 

Health  Education. — Any  action  taken  by  the  local  authority 
during  the  year  in  regard  to  the  publication  of  information  or 
dissemination  of  knowledge  relating  to  health  or  disease  and  the 
importance  of  early  treatment?  {e.g.,  Health  Week,  Special  Lectures, 
&c.) — No  Health  Weeks  held  or  Special  Lectures  given.  Free  Leaflets 
deiallng  with  Scarlet  Fever,  Diphtheria  and  Influenza,  distributed 
through  the  schools  in  areas  affected. 

NEW  LEGISLATION  (If  any)  and  date  of  operation  : — 

Local  Acts  :  None. 

Special  Local  Orders  ;  None. 

General  Adoptive  Acts  :  None. 

Bye-laws  relating  to  Public  Health  :  None. 

Observations  as  to  their  administration  :  Nil. 

3.— SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA. 

Water  Supply.— Authority  from  which  suppjy  obtained  : 
Warrington,  Liverpool  and  Manchester  Corporations  and  95  wells. 
Source  of  supply  :  Deep  wells  at  Winwick  ;  also  Lakes  Vyrnwy 
and  Thlrlmere.  Particulars  of  any  new  sources  of  public 
supply? — None.  Is  supply  of  district  satisfactory? — (a)  In 
quality — Yes.  (b)  In  quantity — Yes.  Constant  or  intermittent? — 
Constant.  Approximate  number  of  dwelling-houses  with  piped  supplies 
(public  and  private)? — Direct  from  mains,  5,157  ;  by  stand  pipe,  23. 
Possibilities  of  contamination? — Negligible,  except  for  a  few  wells  in 
outlying  parts.  Action  taken  in  respect  of  any  form  of  contamination? 
— None.  Any  liability  to  plumbo-solvent  action? — No.  If  piped 
supply,  state  if  water  has  been  controlled  by  bacteriological  examination? 
— Number  of  examinations — 12.  Results,  satisfactory.  Chemical 
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analyses? — Results  satisfactory.  Approximate  number  of  dwelling- 
houses  supplied  from  wells,  springs,  streams,  &c. — 104.  Have  these 
waters  been  analysed  during  the  year? — 4  chemical  from  wells  and 
1  from  mains  (all  satisfactory).  Any  insufficiency  and  where? — None. 
Nature  of  extensions  (if  any)  during  the  year? — Extension  of  3-inch 
water-main — 500  yards^ — from  Broad  Oak  Inn  to  Yew  Tree  House, 
Sankey,  at  a  cost  of  £178,  including  3  fire  hydrants.  Extension  of 
main  100  yards  to  Rose  and  Ivy  Cottage,  Cuerdley,  at  a  cost  of 
£31  10s.  Od. 

Drainage  and  Sewerage. — Sewage  Disposal  Works,  method  of 
treatment? — Burtonwood,  precipitation  and  willow  beds  ;  in  other  parts, 
septic  tanks  but  no  filters.  Any  extension  or  Improvement  during,  the 
year  with  regard  to  works  or  sewerage  system? — New  sewers  every¬ 
where  where  there  is  new  property.  Any  progress  made  in  improving 
character  and  sufficiency  of  arrangements  for  drainage? — A  comprehen¬ 
sive  scheme  of  sewering  and  sewage  treatment  for  the  whole  district  is 
being  prepared  for  submission  to  the  Ministry  of  Health.  Areas,  or 
Townships,  without  proper  drainage  system,  and  retason  therefor? — 
Practically  all.  Action  taken — Drain  testing,  flushing,  &c. — Drains  in 
new  property  properly  tested,  others  when  required. 

Rivers  and  Streams. — Action  taken  to  check  pollution  of 
rivers  and  streams? — Streams  in  Padgate  and  Sankey  have  been 
cleared.  Sources  and  nature  of  pollution? — Domestic  sewage  mainly. 
Have  any  new  works  been  established  (such  as  artificial  silk  works, 
cheese  manufactories,  &c.),  and  is  there  any  resultant  river  pollution? — 
No. 


Closet  Accommodation  at  End  of  1937: — Privy  Middens: 
No.  of  Middens,  96  ;  No.  of  Closets  attached  to  these  Middens,  142. 
Does  this  system  still  exist  in  populous  and  closely  built  centres? — No. 
No.  of  Pall  Closets,  1,707  ;  No.  of  Dry  Ashpits  (excluding  Middens), 
1  13;  No.  of  Movable  Ashblns,  5,166;  No.  of  Houses  on  Water  Carriage 
System,  3,435  ;  No.  of  Fresh  Water  Closets,  3,420  ;  No.  of  Waste 
Water  Closets,  15.  Conversions — No.  of  Privy  Closets  to  Fresh 
W.C.’s,  3;  during  five  years  1932-1936,  10;  to  Waste  W.C.’s,  None; 
to  Palls,  &c.,  1937,  6  ;  1932-1936,  36  ;  No.  of  Pail  Closets  to 
Fresh  W.C.’s,  1937,  6  ;  1932-1936,  27  ;  to  Waste  W.C.’s,  1937, 
None;  1932-1936,  None;  No.  of  Waste  W.C.’s  to  Fresh  W.C.’s, 
1937,  None  ;  1932-1936,  None  ;  No.  of  Houses  at  which  Movable 
Ashbins  have  been  substituted  for  fixed  receptacles,  1937,  10  ; 

1932-1936,  55.  Is  there  any  definite  policy  at  the  present  time  for 
abolishing  privy  middens  and  pall  closets? — Steady  pressure  being 
brought  to  bear  on  owners.  Does  Council  contribute  towards  the  cost 
of  conversion? — No.  What  kind  of  closet  accommodation  is  being 
provided  for  new  property? — Water  Closets,  wherever  practicable. 

Public  Cleansing. — (a)  The  method  of  collecting  dry  house 
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refuse? — By  contractor’s  proper  covered  refuse  vehicle  in  Burtonwood, 
F^enketh,  Sankey,  Poulton-with-Fearnhead  and  Rixton-with-Glazebrook. 
By  contractor’s  horse-drawn  vehicles  in  Cuerdley,  Croft, 
Winwick,  and  Woolston.  (b)  The  method  of  collecting 
refuse  from  earth  closets  and  privies? — By  Contractors,  carts 
provided  by  Council  ;  (c)  The  method  of  disposing  of  dry 

house  refuse? — On  Tips  (controlled)  ;  (d)  The  method  of  dis¬ 

posing  of  refuse  from  earth  closets  and  privies? — ^On  Agricultural  land; 
(e)  The  method  of  cleansing  cesspools? — By  hand,  in  some  cases  by 
Council’s  Workmen,  in  others  by  Occupiers  of  Property;  (f)  Arrange¬ 
ments  for  the  disposal  of  cesspool  contents? — Used  on  Agricultural 
land.  If  a  destructor  provided,  state  situation. — None.  State  whether 
public  cleansing  is  carried  out  by  sanitary  authority,  contract,  or  occupiers 
of  houses? — By  Contract.  Any  extension  or  improvement  during  the 
year  in  the  arrangements? — Reverted  to  contracts  in  all  parishes.  Are 
motor  vehicles  used? — Yes,  in  Burtonwood,  Penketh,  Poulton-with- 
Fearnhead,  Sankey,  and  Rixton-with-Glazebrook.  If  Privy  Middens 
exist,  are  they  emptied  by  day  or  night? — Day.  Does  the  Sanitary 
Inspector  supervise  the  scavenging? — Yes. 

Sanitary  Inspections  During  1937. — No.  of  premises  visited: 
total,  2,426.  Defects  or  nuisances  ;  No.  discovered,  832  ;  No.  abated, 
426  ;  No.  of  Notices  served  :  Informal,  209  ;  Statutory,  8.  Legal 
proceedings  :  Two.  Result  :  (a)  Owner  pays  Court  costs  ;  (b)  Local 
Authority  and  Owner  pay  own  Court  costs. 

Shops. — Particulars  of  any  action  taken  under  provisions  of  Shops 
Act,  1934,  relating  to:  (a)  Ventilation  of  Shops,  Ventilation  improved 
in  5  Shops  ;  (b)  Temperature  of  Shops,  None  ;  (c)  Sanitary  Conveni¬ 
ences,  2  Pail  Closets  reconditioned. 

Smoke  Abatement. — Any  special  action  taken  with  regard  to 
smoke  abatement  :  Membership  of  the  Manchester  Regional  Smoke 
Abatement  Committee.  No.  of  Factory  and  Works  Chimneys  in  the 
District  14.  No.  of  Observations,  6.  No.  of  Legal  Proceedings  taken 
and  Result  :  None.  Particulars  of  any  co-operative  action  with  Industry  : 
Agreement  to  use  superior  fuel  and  stoke  oftener.  What  is  the  time 
limit  allowed  for  the  emission  of  black  smoke  per  hour? — Two  minutes 
per  half-hour,  counting  bursts  of  only  30  seconds  or  more. 

Swimming  Baths  and  Pools. — Brief  particulars  of  any  :  (a)  Public 
Swimming  Baths  or  Pools,  None  ;  {h)  Privately-owned  Swimming  Baths 
or  Pools  open  to  public  :  One  large  Swimming  Pool  at  Woolston.  Any 
action  taken  to  ensure  the  satisfactory  condition  of  the  water  ? — Inspec¬ 
tions  by  Medical  Officer  and  Sanitary  Inspector;  filtration,  chlorination 
and  aeration  carried  on  continuously  during  the  summer  months. 

Eradication  of  Bed  Bugs. — Particulars  of  action  taken  during 
1937 — No.  of  houses  found  to  be  Infested:  {a)  Council  houses.  None  ; 
(fi)  Other  houses,  20.  No.  of  houses  disinfested  :  (a)  Council  houses, 
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None  ;  {h)  Other  houses  20.  Methods  employed  for  freeing  infested 
houses  from  bed  bugs  ;  Hydrogen  Cyanide  or  Pyagra.  Methods 
employed  for  ensuring  that  the  belongings  of  tenants  are  free  from 
vermin  before  removal  to  Council  houses  :  None  required.  Is  work  of 
disinfestation  carried  out  by  local  authority  or  by  a  contractor? — 
Contractor  for  H.C.N.  ;  Local  Authority  for  Pyagra.  Measures  taken 
by  way  of  supervision  or  education  of  tenants  to  prevent  infestation  or 
re-infestation  after  cleansing  :  Re-inspections  continued  whenever  found 
necessary. 

Schools. — {a)  Sanditary  condition  :  Generally  good.  There  are 
58  w.c.’s  and  19  pails.  There  is  a  trough  closet  (8  w.c.’s)  at  Burton- 
wood  which  is  undesirable.  There  are  three  schools  with  unpaved 
yards.  (h)  Water  supply:  All  on  mains.  Satisfactory? — Yes. 

Offensive  Trades. — No.  1  1 .  Character  :  Tanning  1 ,  Glue- 
making  1  ;  Fried  Fish  9.  Action  taken  :  Periodically  visited  by 
Sanitary  Inspector  ;  no  legal  action  taken.  Date  of  any  bye-laws  in 
force  in  respect  of  offensive  trades  :  October  6th,  1904.  Are  they 
adequate  ? — Y  es. 

Workshops  and  Workplaces. — No.  on  Register :  34.  What 
is  their  condition? — Fair. 

Common  Lodging-Houses. — No.  on  Register  :  None.  Houses 
let  in  Lodgings  :  None. 

Tents,  Vans,  Sheds,  &c..  Byelaws. — Three  caravans  only  ; 
are  inspected  regularly.  Action  required  :  None. 

Canal  Boats. — No.  inspected.  None.  No.  of  Infringements  of 
Acts  :  None. 


Rag  Flock  Acts,  1911  and  1923.— No.  of  premises  in  district 
on  which  rag  flock  is  manufactured,  used  or  sold  :  None.  No.  of 
inspections  :  None.  No.  of  samples  taken  :  None.  Results  :  None. 

Notable  Sanitary  Improvements  During  1937.— Extension 
of  water  mains  in  Sankey  (cost  £178);  replacement  of  larger  water 
main  to  supply  Rixton  (cost  £4,158)  ;  one  new  cowshed  and  one  new 
dairy  (Croft  and  Padgate  respectively). 

Chief  Sanitary  Requirements  of  District. — Paving  or 
making-up  of  streets  and  passages  in  many  places.  Sanitary  conveni¬ 
ences  near  ’bus  stops.  Early  completion  of  sewage  scheme  and 
conversion  from  pail  system'. 
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4.— HOUSING. 

(a)  Statistics. 

No,  of  new  houses  erected  during  the  year  1937  : — (a)  Total 
including  numbers  given  separately  under  (h)  :  498  ;  (i)  by  the  Local 
Autohrlty,  0  ;  (11)  By  other  Local  Authorities,  0  ;  (ill)  by  other  bodies 
or  persons,  498.  (b)  With  State  assistance  under  the  Housing  Acts  : 

(1)  by  the  Local  Authority  (included  under  (a)  (i)  above),  0  ;  (ii)  by  other 
bodies  or  persons  (included  under  (a)  (Hi)  above),  I , 

1.  Inspection  of  Dwelling-houses  During  the  Year: — 

(1)  (a)  Total  No.  of  dwelling-houses  inspected  for  housing 

defects  (under  Public  Health  or  Housing  Acts)  :  332  ;  {b)  No. 
of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose,  682.  (2)  (a)  No.  of 

dwelling-houses  (included  under  sub-head  (1)  above)  which  were 

inspected  and  recorded  under  the  Housing  Consolidated  Regula¬ 
tions,  1925;  0.  {b)  No.  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose:  0. 

(3)  No.  of  dwelling-houses  found  to  be  in  a  state  so  dangerous  or 

injurious  to  health  as  to  be  unfit  for  human  habitation  :  2,  (4)  No. 

of  dwelling-houses  (exclusive  of  those  referred  to  under  (3)  ) 
found  not  to  be  in  all  respects  reasonably  fit  for  human  habitation  :  16. 

2.  Remedy  of  Defects  without  Service  of  Formal  Notices — 

No.  of  defective  dwelling-houses  rendered  fit  in  consequence  of 
informal  action  by  the  Local  Authority  or  their  Officers:  10. 

3.  Action  under  Statutory  Powers  during  the  Year — 

A.  — Proceedings  under  Sections  9,  10  and  16  of  the  Housing  Act, 
1936:  (1)  No.  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which  notices  were 
served  requiring  repairs  :  8.  (2)  No.  of  dwelling-houses  which  were 
rendered  fit  after  service  ^of  formal  notices  : — {a)  by  Owners,  9  ;  {b)  by 
Local  Authority  in  default  of  Owners,  None, 

B.  — Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts — (1)  No.  of  dwelling- 

houses  in  respect  of  which  notices  were  served  requiring  defects  to  be 
remedied  :  1 .  (2)  No.  of  dwelling-houses  in  which  defects  were 

remedied  after  service  of  formal  notices  (a)  by  Owners,  2  ;  (b)  by 
Local  Authority  in  default  of  Owners,  None. 

C.  — Proceedings  under  Sections  11  and  13  of  the  Housing  Act, 

1936. — (1)  No.  of  dwelling-houses  in  respdct  of  which  Demolition 
Orders  were  made  :  61 .  (2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  demolished 

in  pursuance  of  Demolition  Orders  :  3. 
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D. — Proceedings  under  Section  12  of  the  Housing  Act,  1936. — 
(1)  No.  of  separate  tenements  or  underground  rooms  in  respect  of  which 
Closing  Orders  were  made  :  None.  (2)  No.  of  separate  tenements  or 
underground  rooms  in  respect  of  which  Closing  Orders  were  determined, 
the  tenement  or  room  having  been  rendered  fit :  None. 

4.  Housing  Act,  1936. — Overcrowding; — 

A.  — (1)  No.  of  dwelling-houses  overcrowded  at  the  end  of  the 
year  :  42.  (2)  No.  of  families  dwelling  therein  :  50.  (3)  No.  of 
persons  dwelling  therein:  318. 

B.  — No.  of  new  cases  of  overcrowding  reported  during  the 
year  :  9. 

C.  — (1)  No.  of  cases  of  overcrowding  relieved  during  the  year  : 

20.  (2)  No.  of  persons  concerned  in  such  cases  :  129^. 

(b)  Housing  Conditions. 

1 .  General  Observations  as  to  Housing  Conditions,  including 

the  standard  of  houses,  the  prevalent  types,  age  and  approximate  numbers 
and  general  soundness  of  the  several  types — any  information  as  to  pre¬ 
vailing  forms  of  defects  and  of  prevailing  bad  conditions  resulting  from 
overcrowding  :  Working-class  houses,  mainly  rows,  are  generally  in 
good  condition,  except  where  there  are  bad  tenants  or  neglectful  land¬ 
lords.  Farmhouses  and  old  cottages  are  often  damp.  Overcrowded 
houses  are  generally  dirty.  Most  parishes  have  cottages  over  100 

years  old,  but  the  regular  attention  given  has  kept  them  in  good 

condition.  The  ‘‘  Slum  Clearance  ”  Act  has  weeded  out  the  worst. 
Approximate  number  of  back-to-back  houses  in  the  district  :  3. 

2.  Sufficiency  of  Supply  of  Houses.— (a)  Extent  of  shortage, 

if  any  :  No  actual  shortage,  but  houses  at  very  low  rentals  are  still 
required.  (b)  Particulars  of  any  housing  scheme  in  hand  or  contem¬ 
plated  :  A  scheme  for  the  erection  of  99  houses  to  replace  those 

scheduled  for  demolition  and  to  relieve  overcrowding  has  been 

approved,  (c)  Information  as  to  any  important  changes  in  population 

during  the  period  under  review  or  anticipated  in  the  future  :  Many 
new  houses  for  the  working  classes  have  been  erected  in  Sankey, 
Penketh,  Poulton  and  Woolston,  which  are  occupied  mainly  by 
former  town-dwellers.  Several  cases  of  tuberculosis  have  removed 
into  these  areas  from  neighbouring  towns,  (d)  Any  special  difficulties 
in  the  way  of  providing  suitable  sites  for  new  houses  ;  None. 

3.  Overcrowding. — (a)  No.  of  cases  of  overcrowding  in  houses 
owned  by  the  local  authority  which  have  been  relieved  during  1937: 
One.  (b)  No.  of  cases  of  overcrowding  which  have  been  relieved, 
in  the  course  of  slum  clearance  operations  ;  None,  (c)  Particulars  of  any 
cases  in  which  dwelling-houses  have  again  become  overcrowded  after 
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the  local  authority  have  taken  steps  for  the  abatement  of  overcrowding  : 
None.  (d)  Any  other  particulars  with  respect  to  overcrowding, 
e.g.,  causes — how  far  it  is  due  to  inability  to  pay  the  rents  of  available 
houses,  &c.  :  Mainly  due  to  families  living  together  owing  to  inability 
to  pay  a  separate  rent,  or  to  the  generally  prevailing  high  rents. 

4.  Fitness  of  Houses. — (a)  Difficulties  found  in  action  under  the 

Public  Health  Acts  or  Housing  Acts  :  Curtailed  incomes  of  owners, 
and  in  some  instances  procrastination,  together  with  high  cost  of  labour 
and  materials  cause  delays,  (b)  No.  of  houses  which  have  not  an 
adequate  internal  water  supply:  118.  (c)  No.  of  houses  which  have 

no  separate  water  closet  or  other  adequate  sanitary  accommodation  : 
None. 

5.  Action  Taken  during  the  Year  Regarding  : — Clearance 
Areas — No.  of  Areas  represented  :  None.  No.  of  areas  cleared.  None. 
No.  of  new  houses  built  to  rehouse  displaced  tenants  :  None.  Improve¬ 
ment  Areas — No.  of  areas  represented  :  None.  No.  of  houses  demo¬ 
lished  :  None.  No.  of  tenants  displaced  :  None.  No.  of  new  houses 
built  to  rehouse  displaced  tenants  :  None. 

5.— INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD. 

(1)  Milk  Supply. — Action  taken  with  regard  to — 

The  administration  of  The  Milk  and  Dairies  (Consolidation)  Act, 
1915,  The  Milk  and  Dairies  (Amendment)  Act,  1922,  and  The  Milk 
and  Dairies  Order,  1926:  All  milk-producing  premises  and  dairies  are 
regularly  visited  and  instructions  to  cowkeepers  and  dairymen  are  given 
as  occasions  arise. 

The  Milk  (Special  Designations)  Order,  1936. — No.  of 

Dealers’  Licences  (including  Supplementary  Licences)  issued  by  the 
Local  Authority  during  1937  in  respect  of  :  “  Tuberculin  Tested 
Milk  :  (i)  Bottling,  None  ;  (ii)  Distribution,  One.  “  Accredited 
Milk  :  (i)  Bottling,  None  ;  (ii)  Distribution,  2.  No.  of  licences  issued 
in  respect  of  “  Pasteurised  ”  Milk  :  Pasteurising  plants.  None  ;  Retail 
Distributors,  3.  Method  used  for  the  pasteurisation  of  milk  (“flash” 
or  “  holding  ”)  :  Holding.  Any  refusal  or  revocation  of  registration 
of  retailers  or  of  licences  for  graded  milk,  with  reasons  for  the  refusal 
or  revocation  :  None. 

Dairies,  Cowsheds,  and  Milkshops. — Are  they  periodically 
inspected? — Yes.  How  often? — Twice  per  year  and  in  some  cases 
more.  What  is  their  condition? — Fairly  satisfactory.  Has  any  owner 
undertaken  (voluntarily)  structural  alterations  or  improvements  to  farm 
buildings,  e.g.,  re-modelling  of  cowsheds? — New  cowshed  to  hold  20 
cows  at  Croft  (Southworth  Hall)  ;  re-modelling  cowshed  for  10  cows 
Sixsmith’s  Farm,  Sankey  ;  re-modeilled  dairy  at  Whitehouse  Farm, 
Houghton  Green.  Any  information  as  to  the  cost  of  the  work,  actual 
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or  estimated  :  £275  approximately  (for  30  cows  and  dairy).  Farms — 
No.  of  dairy  farms,  91  ;  approximate  number  of  cows  in  the  district, 
1,110.  Cowkeepers  ;  No.  of  Cowkeepers  (including  the  dairy  farms), 
91.  No.  of  inspections  during  the  year,  217.  Dairymen  or  Purveyors 
of  Milk  (other  than  Cowkeepers)  :  No.  of  Dairymen  or  Milk  Purveyors, 
32.  If  a  Veterinary  Inspector  has  been  appointed,  give  (a)  the 
approximate  number  of  cows  Inspected,  and  {h)  the  number  found  to 
be  suffering  from  tuberculosis  :  No  Veterinary  Inspector  appointed  by 
the  Local  Authority.  Action  taken  by  Local  Authority  as  to — (i) 
Tuberculous  Milk  ;  No.  of  samples  submitted  for  biological  test,  63. 
Result  :  Positive,  5  ;  Negative,  58.  (li)  Bacteriological  examina¬ 
tions  :  Standard  adopted — not  more  than  200,000  bacteria  per  c.c. 
and  no  B.Coll  in  1/100  c.c.  No.  of  samples:  None  taken, 
(ill)  Sediment  tests  :  None  taken. 

(2)  Meat,  &c. — Observations  on — 

(a)  Action  taken  with  regard  to  meat  and  other  foods,  including 
inspection  of  meat,  slaughter-houses,  shops,  stalls  and  vehicles,  and 
places  where  food  is  prepared  ;  All  such  places  inspected  regularly. 
No.  of  legal  proceedings  and  results  :  None. 


{h)  Inspection  of  Meat — 

Carcases  Inspected  and  Condemned. 

Sheep  and  . 


Cattle. 

Cows. 

Calves.  Lambs. 

Pigs. 

Number  killed  (if  known) 

207 

_ — 

4  1050 

1886 

Number  Inspected 

All  diseases  except  Tuberculosis— 

207 

— 

4  1050 

1886 

Whole  carcases  condemned  ... 

— 

1 

~  1 

10 

Carcases  of  which  some  part  or 
organ  was  condemned 

57 

—  9 

27 

Percentage  of  the  number 
inspected  affected  with  dis¬ 
ease  other  than  tuberculosis 

28.02 

—  .09 

1.96 

Tuberculosis  only — 

Whole  carcases  condemned  ... 

— 

1 

— ~  — 

15 

Carcases  of  which  some  part  or 
organ  was  condemned 

23 

292 

Percentage  of  the  number 
inspected  affected  with  tuber¬ 
culosis 

11.6 

16.2 

(c)  Has  a  public  slaughter-house  been  provided? — No.  Private 
slaughter-houses  :  No.  registered,  1  ;  No.  licensed,  I .  Are  they 
conducted  satisfactorily? — Yes. 

(d)  If  a  meat  marketing  scheme  undeir  Part  III  of  the  Public 
Health  (Meat)  Regulations,  1924,  is  in  force,  give  particulars  w^ith 
regard  to  action  taken  thereunder  ;  None. 

(e)  Food  poisoning  (Including  suspected  cases). — Action  taken  (if 
any) :  None. 

(/)  Bakehouses. — Number,  7.  Condition,  Fairly  satisfactory. 

(3)  Adulteration,  &c. — 

Action  taken  by  Local  Authority  in  respect  of — (i)  Food  and  Drugs 
(Adulteration)  Act,  1928,  None  ;  (li)  Other  Food  Acts  or  Regula¬ 
tions  :  None.  This  Council  is  not  a  Food  and  Drug  Authority. 

(4)  Chemical  and  Bacteriological  Examinations  of  Food 

(excluding  Milk)  ;  — 

Number  and  nature  of  analyses  during  the  year,  and  the  labora¬ 
tories  to  which  specimens  were  sent  ;  None. 

(5)  Nutrition  : — 

Steps  taken  to  increase  knowledge  of  public  on  the  subject  and 
to  bring  to  their  minds  the  importance  of  adequate  nutrition,  especially 
for  children,  by  means  of  lectures,  films,  &c.  :  None. 

Particulars  of  any  special  investigation  which  has  been  made  on 
the  subject  of  nutrition  :  None. 

(6)  Shell-fish  (MoUuscan) : — 

There  are  no  shell-fish  beds  in  the  Area. 

6.— PREVALENCE  OF  AND  CONTROL  OVER  • 
INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 

Hospital  Accommodation  provided  or  available  : — 

For  Smallpox  :  Warrington  County  Borough  Smallpox  Hospital, 
Sankey. 

Is  the  hospital  used  by  “  agreement  ”  or  “  arrangement  ”? — 
By  agreement. 

Are  any  retaining  fees  paid? — £55  per  annum  for  Small-pox. 

Joint  or  otherwise  :  Otherwise. 
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For  other  Infectious  Diseases  :  Infectious  Diseases  Hospitals, 
Warrington  C.B.  and  Newton-in-Makerfie!d  U.D. 

If  you  have  the  joint  use  of  an  isolation  hospital  or  hospitals  belong¬ 
ing  to  some  other  authority,  state  nature  of  “Agreement  ”  or  “Arrange¬ 
ment”  :  By  agreement.  £3/10/0  per  case  at  Warrington,  £3  at 
Newton  per  patient  per  week. 

Joint  or  otherwise  :  Otherwise. 

Are  Patients  to  contribute  towards  Cost  of  Treatment? — No. 

Number  of  Beds  available  for  your  District  :  For  Smallpox,  as 
required.  For  other  Infectious  Diseases,  as  required. 

Cost  of  hospital  treatment  for  infectious  disease.  The  total  cost 
to  the  local  authority  for  two  recent  years:  Year  ended  March  31st, 
1936,  £2,325  ;  year  ended  March  31st,  1937,  £1,395. 

Observations  as  to  sufficiency  or  otherwise  of  the  available  accom¬ 
modation  :  Sufficient,  but  greater  provision  of  cubicle  blocks  is  needed 
at  times.  (Note  :  The  Newton-in-Makerfield  U.D.C.  is  providing 
8  such  cubicles  in  the  near  future.) 

Has  any  action  been  taken  or  advised  with  the  object  of  securing 
that  the  hospital  accommodation  available  is  utilised  to  the  best  advan¬ 
tage? — No. 

Has  action  been  taken  to  shorten  the  period  of  stay  of  uncomplicated 
cases  of  scarlet  fever? — ^Antistreptococcal  serum  now  generally  used  in 
hospital.  Or  to  replace  hospital  treatment  in  suitable  Instances  by 
nursing  and  supervision  at  home? — ^Patients  are  kept  at  home  where  all 
conditions  are  suitable. 

Have  any  new  methods  been  adopted  for  the  selection  of  individual 
cases  for  which  admission  to  hospital  is  most  Imperative? — No. 
Domestic  conditions  and  the  severity  of  the  disease  are  the  main  factors. 
The  requests  of  doctors  for  “  admission  ’’  are  usually  granted. 
Or  any  new  decision  as  to  the  admission  of  cases  of  diseases,  such  as 
measles  or  whooping  cough  ? — This  is  left  to  the  discretion  of  the 
M.O.H.  when  the  cases  are  altogether  exceptional. 

Infectious  Diseases  Generally. 

The  year  has  been  satisfactory.  115  cases  were  notified,  as 

against  214  in  1936  and  189  in  1935.  Pneumonia  was  prevalent  in 
the  Spring,  whilst  15  cases  of  diphtheria  out  of  a  total  of  29  for  the 
year  were  notified  in  October  and  November.  One  virulent  carrier 
was  discovered  in  school.  Her  exclusion  coincided  with  a  sudden 
cessation  of  notifications.  Influenza  was  very  widespread  in  January 
and  February. 
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The  clinical  type  and  diffusion  of  :  (a)  Diphtheria — Mild  and 
virulent.  Burtonwood  had  10  and  Poulton  13  cases.  {b)  Cerebro¬ 
spinal  fever — Nil. 

Diphtheria  anti-toxin. — Notes  on  the  supply  and  prompt  use  : 
Doctors  are  much  more  prompt  than  formerly.  Are  supplies  readily 
available? — Yes.  If  so,  w^here  kept? — 7,  Springfield  Street, 
Warrington.  Are  any  other  vaccines  or  sera  supplied  free  to  medical 
practitioners? — Diphtheria  immunisation  and  anti-tetanus. 

Any  observed  relation  between  various  forms  <yf  streptococcall 
Infection  (scarlet  fever,  sore  throat  occurring  without  a  rash,  and  puer¬ 
peral  fever) :  None. 

Influenza. — Observations  on  any  special  inquiries  undertaken  in 
connection  with  epidemics  :  In  January  and  February  special  inquiries 
were  made  at  all  schools  in  the  Area.  All  the  12  schools  in  the 
district  were  closed  for  7  to  10  days  on  this  account. 

Pneumonia,  Malaria,  and  Dysentery. — Experience  in  regard  to  these 

diseases  :  34  cases  of  Pneumonia  were  notified,  mostly  in  January  and 
February.  No  malaria  or  dysentery. 

Other  diseases  which  have  received  special  attention,  e.g.,  locally 
contracted  anthrax,  epidemic  jaundice,  rheumatic  fever,  undulant  fever, 
glandular  fever,  or  psittacosis? — None. 

If  any  of  the  following  diseases  are  compulsorily  notifiable  in  your 
District,  state  for  what  period  : — Measles,  Diarrhoea  (under  2  years), 
Whooping  Cough,  Chicken-pox  :  None.  Any  others  :  None. 

Any  local  action  taken  in  regard  to  the  use  of  measles  serum  for 
prophylaxis  or  attenuation? — No. 

Discovery  of  and  action  taken  in  regard  to  (a)  contacts,  (b)  return 
cases,  (c)  carrier  cases  :  One  virulent  diphtheria  carrier  was  discovered. 
No  return  cases.  Children  contacts  of  scarlet  fever  and  diphtheria' 
are  kept  at  home  for  two  weeks. 

The  extent  to  which  school  intimations  of  disease  are  utilised? — 
Carefully  scrutinised  every  week. 

Pathological  and  Bacteriological  Examinations. — At  which  labora¬ 
tory  are  specimens  examined? — Public  Health  Laboratory,  York 
Place,  Manchester,  and  Warrington  County  Borough  Health  Depart¬ 
ment.  No.  and  nature  of  specimens  examined  in  1937  :  96  swabs 
for  diphtheria  (88  negative,  8  positive). 

No.  of  times  School  Closure  adopted  during  1937  for — Scarlet 
Fever,  0  ;  Whooping  Cough,  0  ;  Diphtheria,  0  ;  Chlckenpox,  1  ; 
Measles,  0  ;  Influenza,  13  ;  Any  other  diseases,  0. 
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No.  of  Reports  made  during  1937  under  Article  17  (7)  of 
Sanitary  Officers  (outside  London)  Regulations,  1933  :  None. 

Immunisation. — Action  taken  to  provide  artificial  immunisation 
against  diphtheria  and/or  scarlet  fever:  (a)  In  hospitals,  residential 
institutions  or  schools — None,  {h)  At  special  clinics  or  day  schools — 
None,  (c)  Otherwise  than  (a)  or  4  were  immunised  by  their  own 

doctor.  Is  Immunisation  material  supplied  free  to  medical  practi¬ 
tioners? — Yes.  No.  of  children  inoculated — Against  (n)  scarlet  fever  : 
None  ;  {h)  diphtheria  :  1 4.  Have  any  post-Schick  tests  been  under¬ 
taken  ? — No. 


Disinfection  After  Infectious  Disease. — No.  of  houses 
disinfected  during  1937:  68.  Method  (state  disinfectant  used): 

Formaldehyde  (Fumigators  and  Sprayer),  Izal,  &c.  Are  houses  disin¬ 
fected  after  (a)  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis? — Yes  ;  (b)  Meales? — No. 
Apparatus  used  for  Clothing,  Bedding,  &c.  (steam  or  otherwise)  :  Other¬ 
wise.  No.  of  Artlcl  es  disinfected  :  Not  known.  'Where  is  Apparatus 
situated? — Domiciliary  only.  If  Apparatus  at  hospital  is  available,  is 
It  used  for  the  disinfection  of  clothing,  bedding,  &c.,  of  patients  not 
removed  to  the  hospital? — No.  How  disinfection  of  clothing,  &c., 
in  these  cases  is  carried  out? — Formaldehyde  (Fumigators  and  Sprayer). 


Disinfestation. — What  arrangements  exist  for  the  disinfestation 
of  verminous,  &c.,  persons? — None.  In  how  many  instances  has  this 
been  undertaken? — None.  The  prevalence  of  any  animal  or  insect 
pests  such  as  rats,  bugs,  fleas,  mosquitoes,  etc.  :  Rats  appear  to  be  on 
the  increase  and  a  poisonous  gas-gun  is  used  in  suitable  places.  Bugs 
were  found  in  many  new  houses  with  Imported  tenants.  Pyagra  was 
used  for  disinfestation. 

Cancer. — Any  observations  as  to  the  prevalence  of  cancer? — 
There  were  20  deaths  against  26  in  1936  and  23  in  1935.  There 
were  also  7  deaths  in  the  Winwick  Mental  Hospital. 

Particulars  of  any  action  taken  to  impart  to  the  public  Information 
regarding  cancer  (he.,  facilities  available,  &c.)  :  Facilities  are  available 
for  treatment  at  the  Liverpool  Radium  Institute,  about  which  Medical 
Practitioners  have  been  advised. 

Particulars  of  any  alteration,  improvements  or  other  developments 
In  the  availability  of  facilities  for  the  diagnosis  and  treatment  of  cancer 
in  the  Area  which  have  been  effected  during  the  year  (whether  by  local 
authority  or  voluntary  hospitals)  :  No  knowledge  of  any  alterations. 
This  district  Is  a  constituent  Authority  under  the  Warrington  and 
District  Branch  of  the  British  Empire  Cancer  Campaign,  with  the 
Liverpool  Radium  Institute  as  the  centre  for  treatment. 

Are  the  present  facilities  adequate? — Yes. 
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Is  any  use  made  of  facilities  provided  by  National  Radium  Centres? 
— Yes,  a  few  cases  each  year  make  use  of  the  Centre. 

Any  local  investigation  or  action  undertaken  on  the  lines  suggested 
in  the  series  of  Ministry’s  circulars  on  cancer? — No. 

Prevention  of  Blindness. — Action  taken  (if  any)  under  Section 
66  of  the  Public  Health  Act,  1925,  or  Section  176  of  the  Public 
Health  Act,  1936,  for  the  prevention  of  blindness  or  for  the  treatment 
of  persons  suffering  from  any  disease  or  injury  to  the  eyes  :  None. 


7.— MATERNITY  AND  CHILD  WELFARE. 

Is  the  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  work  carried  out  by  the  local 
authority  or  by  the  County  Council? — By  County  Council. 

What  arrangements  have  been  made  under  the  Public  Health 
(Ophthalmia  Neonatorum)  Regulations,  1926,  for — Hospital  Treatment: 
Treatment  is  arranged  after  consulting  County  Health  Department. 
Provision  of  Nurses  :  None. 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum. — Cases  Notified,  5  ;  Treated  at 
home,  4  ;  In  Hospital,  1  ;  Vision  impaired  :  0  ;  Vision  untlmpaired,  5  ; 
Deaths,  None. 

Child  Life  Protection  (under  Part  I  of  the  Children  Act, 
1908,  as  amended  by  the  Children  and  Young  Persons  Act,  1932) — 
Action  taken  :  None. 


(Signed), 

JAMES  BENNETT, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


March  18th,  1938. 
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Table  I. 

VITAL  STATISTICS. 


Live  Births 

Total. 

M. 

F. 

Legitimate 

.  278 

136 

142 

Illefgitimate 

.  7 

5 

2 

Total  ...  285 

141 

144 

Birth-Rate  per  1 ,000 

of  the  estimated  resident  population  : 

Still  Births 

.  19 

12 

7 

Rate  per  1 ,000  Total  (live  and 

still)  Births  : 

62. 

Deaths 

.  190 

107 

83 

Death  Rate  per  1 ,000  of  the  estimated  resident  population  ;  f  9.7. 


Deaths  from  puerperal  causes^ — Puerperal  sepsis,  0  ;  Other  puer¬ 
peral  causes,  2  ;  total,  2.  Death  Rate  per  1,000  total  (live  and  still) 
Births,  6.57. 


Death  Rate  of  Infants,  under  one  year  of  age  :  All  Infants  per 
1,000  1  ive  births,  49  ;  Legitimate  infants  per  1 ,000  legitimate  live 
births,  50  ;  Illegitimate  infants  per  1 ,000  illegitimate  live  births.  None. 

Deaths  from  Cancer  (all  ages):  21. 

Deaths  from  Measles  (all  ages)  :  1 . 

Deaths  from  Whooping  Cough  (all  ages)  :  None. 

Deaths  from  Diarrhoea  (under  2  years  of  age) :  1 . 


PER  1,000  OF  ESTIMATED  POPULATION.  PER  1,000  BIRTHS. 

Population  .19,500  Maternal  Mortality  Rate 


Live 

Crude 

Death-rate  from 

Death- 

Live 

Rate  of 

Birth¬ 

Death- 

Tuberculosis 

rate 

and 

Deaths 

rate 

Mean  of  5  years 

rate 

of  Respiratory 
System 

from 

Cancer 

Live 

Births 

Still 

Births 

under 

1  year 

1932—1936  13-2 

9-9 

0-29 

1-30 

6-84 

6-63 

59 

1936  .  16T 

10*2 

0T6 

1*43 

10-27 

9-67 

51 

1937  ...  14-6 

Increase  or 
Decrease  in 

1937  on— 

Five  Years’ 

t9-7 

0-46 

1-07 

7-01 

6-57 

49 

Average  ...  +1*4 
(1932—1936) 

—0-2 

+  0T7  - 

■0-23 

+0-17 

—0-06 

—10 

Previousyear  — 1*5 

—0-5 

+  0-30 

-0'36 

—3-26 

—3*10 

—2 

t  1937  adjusted  Death  Rate  (comparability  factor,  1.02)  =9.8  per  1,000. 
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Table  2. 

IJST  OF  CAUSES  OF  DEATH  ISSUED  BY  THE 
REGISTRAR-GENERAL  (CIVILIANS  ONLY). 


Males.  Females. 


All  Causes . 

•  •  * 

107 

83 

I .  Typhoid  and  Paratyphoid  Fevers 

0 

0 

2.  Measles 

0 

1 

3.  Scarlet  Fever  ... 

1 

0 

4.  Whooping  Cough 

0 

0 

5.  Diphtheria 

2 

0 

6.  Influenza 

1 

6 

7.  Encephalitis  Lethargica 

0 

1 

8.  Cerebro-Spinal  Fever 

•  •  * 

0 

0 

9.  Tuberculosis  of  Respiratory  System 

4 

5 

10.  Other  Tuberculous  Diseases  ... 

1 

0 

1  1 .  Syphilis 

1 

0 

12.  General  Paralysis  of  the  Insane,  Tabes  Dorsalis 

1 

0 

13.  Cancer,  Malignant  Disease  ... 

12 

9 

14.  Diabetes 

3 

0 

15.  Cerebral  Haemorrhage,  &c. 

3 

5 

16.  Heart  Disease 

22 

13 

17.  Aneurysm 

0 

0 

18.  Other  Circulatory  Diseases 

8 

10 

19.  Bronchitis 

2 

3 

20.  Pneumonia  (all  forms) 

14 

4 

21.  Other  Respiratory  Diseases  ... 

0 

1 

22.  Peptic  Ulcer  . 

1 

1 

23.  Diarrhoea,  &c.  (under  2  years) 

1 

0 

24.  Appendicitis 

0 

0 

25.  Cirrhosis  of  Liver 

0 

0 

26.  Other  Diseases  of  Liver,  &c.  ... 

1 

1 

27.  Other  Digestive  Diseases 

2 

1 

28.  Acute  and  Chronic  Nephritis  ... 

2 

0 

29.  Puerperal  Sepsis 

0 

0 

30.  Other  Puerperal  Causes 

31.  Congenital  Debility,  Premature  Birth,  Malfor- 

0 

2 

mations,  &c. 

•  t  • 

4 

3 

29 


32. 

Senility 

•  •  • 

Males. 

4 

Females 

2 

33. 

Suicide 

•  •  • 

•  •  9  •  •  • 

0 

1 

34. 

Other  Violence 

•  •  • 

•  •  •  w  • 

11 

4 

35. 

Other  Defined  Diseases 

•  •  •  •  6  • 

5 

10 

36. 

Causes  Ill-defined  or  Unknown 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

1 

0 

Special  Causes  (included  in 
Small-pox 

No. 

•  •  • 

35  above) — 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

0 

0 

Poliomyelitis 

•  •  • 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

0 

0 

Polioencephalitis 

•  •  • 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

0 

0 

Deaths  of  Infants  under  1 
Total 

year- 

•  •  • 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

7 

7 

Legitimate 

•  •  • 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

7 

7 

Illegitimate  ... 

•  • 

•  •  •  «  •  V 

0 

0 

Live  Births — 

Total 

•  •  • 

•  •  *  •  •  • 

141 

144 

Legitimate 

•  •  • 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

136 

142 

Illegitimate  ... 

•  •  • 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

5 

2 

Stillbirths — 

Total 

•  •  • 

•  •  •  •  *  • 

12 

7 

Legitimate 

•  •  • 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

12 

7 

Illegitimate  ... 

•  •  ♦ 

•  «  •  •  ♦  • 

0 

0 
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Table  3. 


Birth-Rates,  Death-Rates,  Analysis  of  Mortality,  Maternal 
Death-Rates,  and  Case-Rates  for  Certain  Infectious  Diseases 

IN  THE  Year  1937. 


England  and 


Wales, 


London,  125  Great  Towns  and  148 
Towns. 


Smaller 


(Provisional 


Figures  based  on  Weekly  and  Quarterly  Returns.) 


England  and  Wales 

1  I 

125  County  Boro’s 
and  Great  Towns 
including  London 

148  Smaller  Towns 
(Resident  Populations 

25,000  to  50,000  at  1931 

Census). 

1 

London  Administrative 

County 

WARRINGTON 

R>D>Ca 

(including  County 

Mental  Hospital) 

Rates  per  1,000  Population. 

Births :  — 

Live . 

14.9 

14.  9 

15.3 

13.3 

14.6 

Still  . 

0.60 

0.67 

0.64 

0.54 

0.97 

Deaths : — 

. 

All  causes  . .  . . 

12.4 

12.5 

11.9 

12.3 

9.8 

Typhoid  and  Para- 

typhoid  fevers  . . 

0.00 

0.01 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

Smallpox . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Measles  . 

0.02 

0.03 

0.02 

0.01 

0.05 

Scarlet  fever  . . 

0.01 

0.01 

0.01 

0.01 

0.05 

Whooping  Cough  . . 

0.04 

0.04 

0.03 

0.06 

0.00 

Diphtheria 

0.07 

0.08 

0.05 

0.05 

0.10 

Influenza . 

0.45 

0.39 

0.42 

0.38 

0.35 

Violence . 

0.54 

0.45 

0.42 

0.51 

0.80 

Notifications: — 

Smallpox . 

0.00 

— 

0.00 

— 

— 

Scarlet  fever  . . 

2.33 

2.56 

2.42 

2.09 

1.00 

Diphtheria 

1.49 

1.81 

1.38 

1.93 

1.55 

Enteric  fever  . .  ... 

0.05 

0.06 

0.04 

0.05 

0.30 

Erysipelas 

0.37 

0.43 

0.34 

0.44 

0.35 

Pneumonia 

1.36 

1.58 

1.20 

1.18 

2.20 

Rates  per 

1,000  Live  Births. 

Deaths  under  1 

year  of  age; — 

58 

62 

55 

60 

49 

Deaths  from  Diarr- 

hoea  and  Enteritis 

under  2  years  of 

age . 

5.8 

7.9 

3.2 

12.0 

3.5 

Maternal  Mortality:  — 

» 

Puerperal  Sepsis  . . 

0.97 

0.00 

Others  . 

2.26 

y  Not  Available  ^ 

7.00 

Total . 

3.23 

7.00 

31 


TABLE  3 — continued. 


Rates  per  1,000  Total  Births  (i.e.,  Live  and  Still) 


Maternal  Mortality:  — 

Puerperal  Sepsis  . . 
Others  . 

0.94 

2.17 

1  Not  Available  I 

0.00 

6.5 

Total . 

3.11 

( 

6.5 

Notifications: — 

Puerperal  fever 

j  13.93 

17.59 

11.52 

j  4.15 

0.00 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

(  14.34 

6.5 

Table  4. 

BIRTH  &  DEATH  RATES  FOR  THE  LAST  19  YEARS. 


1919.  1920. 

1921. 

1922. 

1923.  ; 

1924.  1925.  1926. 

1927. 

1928. 

1929. 

1930. 

Death  13.2  12.2 

11.0 

11.5 

9.1 

10.6  13.2  10.3 

11.0 

9.9 

10.8 

7.7 

Birth  19.0  24.8 

20.0 

19.2 

18.6 

17.7  17.6  17.1 

15.4 

12.7 

12.8 

13.8 

Infant  Mortality 

... 

•  •  • 

85 

57  103  77 

62 

68 

53 

40 

1931. 

1932. 

1933.  1934.  1935. 

1936. 

1937. 

Death  . 

9.0 

9.4 

10.1 

9.3  10.9 

10.2 

9.8 

Birth  . 

12.8 

11.1 

13.1 

128  13.0 

16.1 

14.6 

Infant  Mortality 

71 

86 

29 

72  60 

51 

49 

Table  4a. 

EXCESS  OF  BIRTHS  OVER  DEATHS  FOR  THE  LAST 

10  YEARS. 


Year. 

Population. 

Births. 

Deaths. 

Excess  of  Births. 

1928 

...  16,030 

204 

159 

45 

1929 

...  15,920 

205 

173 

32 

1930 

...  15,920 

221 

124 

97 

1931 

...  16,290 

209 

148 

61 

1932 

...  16,490 

184 

156 

28 

1933 

...  15,530 

206 

159 

47 

1934 

...  16,070 

207 

151 

56 

1935 

...  16,570 

216 

182 

34 

1936 

...  18,100 

292 

185 

107 

1937 

...  19,500 

285 

190 

95 

32 


Table  5. 

LIST  OF  RESIDENTS  RESIDING  IN  WARRINGTON 
RURAL  AREA  AND  DYING  OUTSIDE  DURING 

THE  YEAR  1937. 


Warrington  Infirmary 

80,  Wakefield  Street,  Warrington 

Warrington  Borough  General  Hospital  ... 

Wrightington  Hospital,  Wigan 

Leigh  Infirmary 

Rufford  Pulmonary  Hospital 

57,  Harrison  Street,  Derby  U.D. 

41,  Derby  Road,  Widnes 

48,  Middlehurst  Road,  Grappenhall 

Stretford  Memorial  Hospital 

Albert  Infirmary,  Winsford 

Infectious  Diseases  Hospital,  Warrington 

Royal  Infirmary,  Manchester 

Royal  Manchester  Children’s  Hospital,, . 

Park  Hospital,  Davyhulme 

Victoria  Hospital,  Blackpool 

Barrowmore  Hall,  Great  Barrow,  Chester 

Motor  Ambulance,  Earlestown  ... 

St.  Helens  Hospital 


2 

8 

33 

1 

1 

2 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

5 

1 

1 

1 

1 

I 

1 

3 

66 


INQUESTS  ON  NON-RESIDENTS. 

Male  belonging  to  Sale. 

,,  ,,  ,,  Warrington. 

,,  ,,  ,,  Newton-in-Makerfield. 

,,  ,,  ,,  Warrington. 

,,  ,,  ,,  Manchester. 

» »  » >  > »  R-^s^ • 

,,  ,,  ,,  Bolton. 

Female  ,,  ,,  Widnes. 

,,  ,,  ,,  Grappenhall. 


Table  6. — NOTIFIABLE  DISEASES.  Number  of  cases  of  infectious  disease  notified,  number  of  deaths  from  these 

diseases,  number  of  cases  removed  to  hospital,  and  deaths  in  hospital  during  the  year  1937;— 
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Not  including  County  Mental  Hospital  cases,  or  cases  of  Tuberculosis  belonging  to  the  District. 


Table  7.  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES  NOTIFICATIONS,  1937.  DISTRIBUTION. 
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Encepha¬ 

litis 

Lethargic! 

:  ;  :  ;  :  :  :  : 

Ophthal¬ 
mia  Neona¬ 
torum 

*  “  tH  rH  ;  ; 

TUBERCULOSIS. 

Non-Pulm. 

:  :  T— 1  c<i  ;  :  th  1— t 

Pulmonary 

th  ;  i-H  eo  ;  1— 1  :  -rH 

12 

Puerperal 

Fever 

:  :  1  :  !  :  ^  i  i 

•  ••  •  ••  •• 

Enteric 

Fever 

c<>  ;  ;  ;  ;  ;  "  ;  ; 

Puerperal 

Pyrexia 

;  :  :  :  :  :  ;  :  ^  : 

Diph. 

theria 

O  :  CO  to  •  tH  r-l 

rH  •  rH  I 

30 

Erysipe¬ 

las 

:  :  :  :  :  th  i-i  t-h 

Pneu¬ 

monia 

:  ci  lo  (Mr-  ;  CO  lo 

rH  •  « 

36 

Scarlet 

Fever 

CO  :  CO  :  CO  CO  CO 

tH 

TOTAL 

i 

* 

t-H  O)  tH  rH  r-H 

♦ 

PARISH 

Bnrtonwood 

Cuerdley  . 

Penketh  . 

Poiilton-with- 

Fearnliead 

Rixton-witli- 

Glazebrook 

Great  Sankey 

Croft  . 

Win  wick  . 

Woolston 

Totals 

COUNTY  MENTAL  HOSPITAL. 

*  In  addition,  there  were  the  following  notifications  from  the  County  Mental  Hospital : — Pneumonia,  8  ; 
Scarlet  Fever,  1  ;  Diphtheria,  2  ;  Erysipelas,  3  ;  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis,  9  ;  Non-Pulmonary  Tuberculosis, 
Enteric  Fever,  4  ;  Total,  28. 


Table  8.  MONTHLY  TABLE  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES  NOTIFICATIONS 

BELONGING  TO  THE  DISTRICT,  1937. 
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Enteric 

Fever 

1 

1 

2  =  Total  117 

1  Encepha¬ 
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1  Lethargica 
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Ophthal¬ 
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Scarlet 

Fever. 

i 

;C^?t-ICOCO  IG^iOS 

•  •  tH 

1 

MONTH. 

January 

February 

March  ...' 

i 

1 

April 

May 

June 

July 

August 

September  ... 

October 

November  ... 

December 

36 


Table  9. 

INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 

Proportion  of  Notified  Cases  (Pneumonia  included  only  since  1930). 


Year. 

Population 

Cases 

Rate  per  1 ,000 

1914 

14999 

142 

9.5 

1915 

10903 

143 

13.1 

1916 

10597 

65 

6.1 

1917 

10728 

52 

5.0 

1918 

10629 

92 

8.6 

1919 

11164 

70 

6.3 

1920 

11603 

54 

4.7 

1921 

12260 

101 

8.2 

1922 

12320 

80 

6.5 

1923 

12530 

74 

5.9 

1924 

1 2830 

68 

5.3 

1925 

13100 

122 

9.3 

1926 

13490 

57 

4.4 

1927 

13520 

36 

2.7 

1928 

16030 

72 

4.4 

1929 

15920 

84 

5.3 

1930 

15920 

76 

4.7 

1930  (including  Pneumonia) 

105 

6.6 

1931  do.  16290 

145 

8.8 

1932  do.  16490 

79 

4.8 

1933 

15530 

126 

8.1 

1934  do.  16070 

147 

9.0 

1935  do.  16570 

189 

11.4 

1936  do.  18100 

214 

11.8 

1937  do.  19500 

117 

6.0 
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Table  10. 
TUBERCULOSIS. 

New  Cases  and  Mortality  during  1937 
(not  including  County  Mental  Hospital). 


Age  Periods. 


Years. 

0—1 

1—5 

5—10 
10—15 
15—20 
20—25 
25—35 
35 — 45 
45—55 
55—65 

65  and  npAvards 


Totals 


NEW  CASES. 


Respiratory  j  Respiratory 


M. 


M. 


DEATHS. 


Respiratory 


M. 


F. 


Non- 

Re  spiratory 


M. 


F. 


What  is  the  ratio  of  non-notified  tuberculosis  deaths  to  total  tuber¬ 
culosis  deaths? — Two  out  of  ten. 

In  your  opinion,  is  the  notification  of  tuberculosis  in  your  district 
efficient? — Generally  yes. 

Has  any  action  been  taken  in  cases  of  wilful  neglect  or  refusal  to 
notify  ? — No. 

Is  there  any  evidence  of  excessive  incidence  of,  or  mortality  from, 
tuberculosis  in  any  particular  occupation  in  the  district? — No. 

Public  Health  (Prevention  of  Tuberculosis)  Regulations, 
1925. — Any  action  taken  under  these  Regulations  relating  to  tuberculous 
employees  in  the  milk  trade? — Under  Articles  3,  5,  6  and  7  :  None. 

Public  Health  Act,  1925. — Any  action  taken  under  Section 
62? — None, 
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THE  SANITARY  INSPECTOR'S  ANNUAL 

REPORT. 


1937. 


TO  THE  CHAIRMAN  AND  MEMBERS  OF  THE 

WARRINGTON  RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL. 


Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  to  present  to  you  my  Annual  Report,  with 
summaries  of  the  work  carried  out  during  the  year  and  other  informa¬ 
tion. 

I  am  pleased  to  report  that  Mr.  A.  Donald  has  carried  out  his 
duties  in  a  very  satisfactory  manner  and  has  assisted  me  most  willingly 
throughout  the  year. 


PUBLIC  HEALTH  ACT,  1936. 

Considerable  work  was  carried  out  at  Sixsmith’s  Farm,  Sankey, 
by  the  owners — The  Wigan  Coal  Corporation  Ltd.  New  floors  were 
laid,  a  new  bath-room  constructed,  inside  and  outside  w.c.’s  we^e 
provided  ;  a  hot-water  system  was  installed,  new  eaves  gutters  were 
fixed,  external  walls  were  pebble-dashed,  and  new  drains  were  laid. 
The  total  cost  of  these  repairs  and  improvements  amounted  to  approxi¬ 
mately  £500. 


HOUSING  ACTS,  1930  &  1936. 

As  a  result  of  inspections  of  houses  suitable  for  demolition,  some 
owners  promised  to  make  the  houses  fit,  and  extensive  repairs  have  been 
carried  out  to  5  of  them.  One  of  these  repaired  houses  was  of  a 
type  known  as  a  “  back-to-back  ”  type,  but  by  taking  over  the  next 
house,  it  was  converted  into  a  “  through  ”  house. 


39 


In  addition  to  those  repaired,  a  practically  new  bungalpw  was 
built  in  place  of  an  old  insanitary  cottage  at  Wright’s  Lane,  Burton- 
wood,  under  the  Housing  (Rural  Workers)  Act,  at  a  cost  of  approxi¬ 
mately  £350. 

The  owners  of  two  cottages  which  were  Inspected  for  demolition 
gave  undertakings  to  make  the  cottages  fit,  but  on  reconsidering  the 


amount  of 
demolition. 

repairs  necessary,  they  decided 

to  surrender 

them 

Houses 

visited  under  Public  Health  and 

Housing  Acts 

332 

?  9 

repaired  by  Informal  action 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

10 

9  9 

Inspected  for  demolition 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

16 

9  9 

repaired  with  formal  action 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

n 

9  9 

with  minor  defects 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

178 

9  9 

overcrowded  abated 

«  •  •  •  «  • 

20 

9  9 

measured 

•  *  •  •  •  * 

25 

Table  1 1 . 
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INFECTIOUS  DISEASE. 

Particulars  regarding  the  spread  of  infection  have  been  taken  in 
cases  of  Diphtheria  and  Scarlet  Fever.  Affected  houses  are  disin¬ 
fected.  In  addition  to  the  disinfection  of  houses  affected  with 
Diphtheria,  Scarlet  Fever  and  Tuberculosis,  requests  to  disinfect  after 
cases  of  Cancer,  &c.,  are  also  carried  out.  In  the  latter  cases,  the 
bedding  is  often  removed  to  the  refuse  tips  and  burned,  if  they  have 
been  accompanied  by  suppurating  discharges. 


Enquiries  and  visits  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  42 

Houses  disinfected  for  Scarlet  Fever  ...  ...  ...  20 

,,  ,,  ,,  Diphtheria  ...  ...  ...  26 

,,  ,,  ,,  Encephalitis  ,,,  ...  ...  1 

,,  ,,  ,,  Tuberculosis  ...  ...  ...  9 

,,  ,,  ,,  Typhoid  .  1 

,,  ,,  ,,  Cancer  ...  ...  ...  7 

,,  ,,  ,,  Puerperal  Fever  ...  ...  2 

School  disinfected  following  outbreaks  of  Diphtheria  ...  1 


PETROLEUM  AND  CARBIDE. 

Instructions  have  been  Issued  to  all  people  desirous  of  storing 
Petroleum  and/or  Carbide.  All  new  installations  have  been  restricted 
to  underground  tanks  surrounded  with  sand  in  brick  chambers. 

New  Petroleum  Licences  issued  during  the  year  ...  3 

Renewals  of  Petroleum  Licences  Issued  during  the  year  47 
Amount  of  Petroleum  permitted  to  be  stored  38,200  gallons 
Amount  of  Carbide  of  Calcium  permitted  to  be  stored  2,576  lbs. 
Total  fees  paid  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  £30  6  8 


WATER  SUPPLY. 

The  number  of  houses  not  on  the  main  supply  has  been  reduced 
by  13  during  the  year.  This  has  been  brought  about  by  the  evacua¬ 
tion  of  8  houses  scheduled  for  demolition  and  the  connection  to  the 
main  of  5  houses. 

The  main  was  extended  to  Slxsmith’s  Farm,  Sankey.  This 
enabled  the  tenant  to  have  an  inside  and  outside  w.c.  as  well  as  a 
bath.  Water  is  also  used  for  drinking  bowls  in  the  cowshed  and  for 
cooling  the  milk. 

A  3-lnch  main  was  extended  some  500  yards  to  Yew  Tree 
House,  Sankey,  and  3  hydrants  were  fixed.  The  total  cost  of  this 
work  was  £170. 

The  main  was  extended  to  Rose  and  Ivy  Cottages,  Cuerdley, 
some  100  yards,  at  a  cost  of  £31  10s.  Od.  The  occupiers  previously 
had  to  carry  water  from  Cuerdley  Cross,  a  quarter  of  a  mile  away. 
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There  were  5  samples  of  water  taken  for  analysis,  all  of  which 
were  fairly  satisfactory. 

NUMBER  OF  HOUSES— 


In 

On 

Carrying 

With 

With  Pumps 

Parish. 

Main. 

Water. 

Draw-wells. 

and  Wells. 

Burtonwood 

...  313 

500 

2 

2 

9 

Cuerdley 

...  33 

27 

1 

1 

4 

Croft 

...  365 

341 

3 

6 

15 

Penketh 

...  919 

890 

10 

3 

16 

Poulton 

...1055 

1044 

— 

— 

11 

Rixton 

...  407 

396 

— 

11 

Sankey 

...1173 

1171 

1 

— 

1 

Wlnwlck 

...  355 

344 

6 

3 

2 

Woolston 

...  455 

444 

— 

3 

8 

5275 

5157 

23 

18 

77 

MEAT. 


It  is  pleasing  to  note  that  100  per  cent,  of  the  animals  slaughtered 
in  the  district  has  been  inspected.  This  has  necessitated  inspections 


in  lbs  of 
meat 

condemned. 


after  office 

hours  and  on 

Sundays. 

No.  of  carcases 

Number  of 

No.  of  whole 

of  which  some 

Animals 

carcases 

part  was 
icond'emned. 

slaughtered. 

condemned. 

Beasts 

211 

2 

80 

Pigs 

1,886 

25 

319 

Sheep 

1,050 

1 

9 

Butchers’  shops  . . . 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

Butchers’  shops  and 

van  inspections 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

Slaughter-house  inspections 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

Cottages  and  farms*  inspections  ... 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

Licensed  slaughtermen  ... 

2,094 

9,965 

96 

6 

49 

164 

26 

6 


MILK  SUPPLY. 

At  Sixsmith’s  Farm,  Sankey,  the  old  cowshed  was  converted  into 
a  modern  shed.  The  floors  were  concreted,  back  and  side  walls  were 
cement  rendered.  Additional  windows  were  inserted,  new  tubular 
stalls  and  water  bowls  were  fixed.  The  approximate  cost  of  this  work 
was  £200. 

A  new  dairy  was  built  at  226,  Padgate  Lane,  Poulton.  The 
retailer  had  previously  used  the  scullery. 
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A  new  dairy  was  built  at  Alder-root  Farm,  Winwick. 


Producers  : 

Ordinary 

Accredited 

Tuberculin  Tested  (Certified) 

Retailers  : 

Ordinary 

Accredited 

Pasteurised 

Tuberculin  Tested  (Certified) 

Samples  taken  for  detection  of — 
Tubercle  bacilli 
Positive 

Cowsheds  and  Dairies  inspections 


81 

9 

I 


39 

3 

3 

2 

63 

5 

217 


PUBLIC  CLEANSING. 


Refuse  disposal  is  by  “  Controlled  Tipping.  ”  This  is  carried 
out  in  Sankey  and  Woolston  in  two  layers  of  approximately  6  feet 
deep.  Paper  and  waste  food  are  burnt,  tins  are  raked  to  the  base  of 
the  tips,  and  the  top  surface  is  soiled  over  and  turfed.  I  have  had 
small  shrubs  planted  on  both  sides  of  the  approach  to  the  main  tips. 
This  has  taken  the  bareness  off  the  finished  portions  and  has  helped 
to  screen  the  working  faces.  The  remaining  small  tips  in  the  Area 
have  attention  by  the  Council’s  tip  attendants  half  a  day  each  week, 
and  this  is  generally  satisfactory  since  the  tips  are  situated  well  off 
the  main  road  and  away  from  houses.  Considerable  work  has  been 
done  during  the  year  in  attending  to  complaints  regarding  defective 
pails  and  ashbins,  and  although  a  defective  receptacle  may  appear  to 
sound  trivial,  the  amount  of  time  taken  in  travelling,  inspecting  the 
premises,  correspondence  ^nd  re-inspections  is  of  great  importance, 
and  the  adoption  of  a  scheme  whereby  the  Council  purchases  these 
receptacles  and  supplies  them  when  necessary  and  the  conversion  of 
pails  into  water  closets  would  save  a  great  deal  of  time  which  may 
be  used  for  other  Public  Health  work  requiring  more  careful  considera¬ 
tion. 


SANITARY  ACCOMMODATION  IN  THE  DISTRICT. 


Ashbins  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  5166 

Ashpits  .  ...  ...  113 

Privy  middens  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  142 

Pail  privies  .  ...  ...  ...  1707 

Conversions  of  privy  middens  to  pails  ...  ...  6 

Visits  re  refuse  collection  ...  ...  ...  ...  61 

Visits  re  refuse  disposal  ...  ...  ...  ...  56 

Visits  re  defective  bins  and  pails  ...  ...  ...  434 
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DRAINAGE  AND  SEWERAGE. 

The  preparation  of  a  sewerage  scheme  is  in  progress  for  the 
Parish  of  Poulton  and  part  of  Woolston.  Few  conversions  have  taken 
place  during  the  year  owing  to  the  fact  that  this  Council  has  no  scheme 
whereby  the  owners  receive  a  grant  towards  the  conversion  of  their 
pail  privies  or  midden  privies  to  water  closets. 

Fresh  water  closets 

Waste  water  closets 

Septic  tanks  and  drains  provided  to  old  houses 

Additional  water  closets  provided  to  old  houses 

House  without  closet  accommodation  provided  with 
water  closet 

Conversions  of  pall  closets  to  water  closets  ... 

Conversions  of  privy  closets  to  water  closets  ... 

GENERAL  SANITATION. 


Bakehouses  .  7 

Factories  and  Workshops  ...  ...  ...  ...  34 

Additional  water  closet  provided  to  factory  ...  ...  1 

Visits  to  Factories  and  Workshops  ...  ...  ...  9 

,,  ,,  Caravans  .  ...  ...  ...  5 

,,  ,,  Offensive  trades  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Rat  nuisances  ...  12 

Shops  Inspections  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  150 

Number  of  informal  notices  served  ...  ...  ...  166 

»»  »»  complied  with  ...  ...  20l 

,,  ,,  statutory  ,,  served  .  I 

»»  »;  »»  ,,  complied  with  ...  ...  6 

Total  sanitary  inspections  ...  ...  ...  ...  2426 


3420 

15 

6 

3 

1 

6 

3 


I  remain,  Gentlemen, 


Your  obedient  Servant, 

WILLIAM  EDWARD  BREEDS, 


Health  Department, 
Springfield  Street, 
Warrington. 


Senior  Sanitary  Inspector. 
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